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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARZA1NT OF THE ;RMY

HEADQUARTERS, 223D AVIATION BATTALION (CO002AT)

AVBACB-DE 5 August 1969

SUBJECTt Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, ROS CS2OR-65 (R1) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Operations: Signjficant Activities.

a. (U) General. This report covers the period 1 May 1969 through
31 July 1969, vnd is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15 and USARV Regu-
lation 525-15. The report includes the Headquarters and Headquarters Company
223d Aviation Battalion (Combat), 18th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane),
183d Aviation Company (Utility A.irplane), 185th .,viation Company (Utility
Airplane), 203d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane), 219th Aviation Company
(Utility Airplane), and the 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane).

b. (C) Personnel.

(1) Infusion Program: There have been no significant problem areas
in the infusion program during this quarter. This headquarters has general-
ly been able to resolve conflicts internally before they develop into
problems requiring outside assistance. The present outlook indicates that
the 18th Aviation Company exceeds the criteria of 15% slightly (15.2%) for
the month of November 1969. Internal adjustments are plannaed and will be
accomjlished prior to any problem areas arising. The experience factor on
extensions of overseas tours indicate that extensions should resolve any
future problem areas witihoivt reso.`ting to reassignment action.

(2) Replacements:

(a) The receipt of replacement personnel has been satisfactory
throughout the quarter. Enlisted personnel are arriving slightly in advance
of the date they are required, with the exception -of a few shortage MOS,
primarily in the admiaistrative field. A total of 39 commissioned officers,
24 warrant officers and 185 enlistcd replacements were received during this
quarter. At the end of this period, the battalion has 72% of its authorized
commissioned officers, 95% of its authorized warrant officers and 101% of
its authorized enlisted strength. Normal attrition of enlisted personnel
should reduce the slight overage of enlisted strength in a rel atively short
period of time.

F O R 0 r 1DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

Ilu CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200-10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Avihtion Battilion (Combat) for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(b) The quality of roplacemint personnel has been satisfactory.
Fifty-eight percent of the avi tor replacUmLnts have arrived directly out of
flight school with a minimum of -iviation cxpurience. Enlisted replacemonts
are usually well trained .,md require a minimum of additional training. The
"Project One Hundred Thousand" enlisted personmel who were received during
this quarter generally required close supervision and extensive "on-the-job"
training. A few individuals, school trained in helper skill MOS's, have been
reclassified IAW AR 600-200 and DA Circular 611-4 because of a lack of moti-
vation and limited capability to perform in their assigned MOS. The major
area of concern is the shortage of replacements received in MOSts 70A10,
-7B20 and 71B30.

(3) Reenlistment: During this reporting period, the battalion
initiated a vigorous reenlistment program. A total of forty-seven visits
were made to outlying companies. The results were eight reenlistments of
career soldiers and four first term reenlistments.

(4) Current status of the 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) is
attached as Inclosure #1,

(5) The significant personnel changes within the command and staff
during the last quarter are as follows:

(a) CPT Burnell M. Mercer, TC, 569-36-1188, assumed duties as
Battalion Liaison Officer on 12 May 1969.

(b) CPT Terrance E. Wehrkamp, SC, 503-44-5478, assumed duties
as Battalion S-2 and Battalion Signal Officer on 20 May 1969, vice CPT Stacy
L. Hart, SC, 412-64-2125.

(c) MAJ Robert H. Stafford, I, 558-4!-7412, assumed command
of the 219th Avn Co (Ui) on 20 May 1969, vice MAJ Charles R. Brazeale, FA,
487-40-7697.

(d) CPT Earle Steinberg, IN, 030-32-9583, assumed duties as
the Battalion Assistant S-3 on 22 May 1969, vice CPT George J. Sucher III,
IN, 179-34-3899.

(e) CPT David S. Tracy, IN, 537-38-0494, assumed command of
HHC, 223d Avn Bn (Cbt) on V7 May 1969, vice CPT Charles G. Vail, I,
295-38-9261.

(f) CW2 Richard D. Sherman, AG, 019-28-3643, assumed duties as
Battalion Personnel Officer on 13 June 1969, vice CW2 John V. Cavanaugh, AG,
187-24-6073.

(g) MAJ Edward L. Harris, IN, 423-24-4476, assumed command of
the 183d Avn Co (UA) on 26 June 1969, vice MLJ John D. Michael, IN,
363-34-9703.

CONFIDENTIAL
Inclosure 2
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period

Ending 31 July 1969, RGS 05FORl65 (RI) (U)

(h) MAT Daniel R. Bailey, 1i, 231-30-0324, assumed command of
the 203d Lvn Cc (UA) on 5 July 1969, vice MAJ Forrest H. Williams Jr., FA,
420-38-2217.

(i) MAJ William A. Bloemsma, IN, 577-50-0827, assumed command
of the 18th Avn Co (UA) on 7 July 1969, vice MAS James H. Thacker, IN,
227-44-8061.

(J) CPT Robert B. Terry Jr., TO, 258-66-7457, assumed duties
of Battalion Maintenance Officer on 15 July 1969, vice CPT Thomas G. Smith
Sr., TO, 259-54-2629.

(6) Casualtiess The battalion casualties for the period were two

killed and one wounded. (See Inclosure &`2)

(7) Awardst A breakdown of unit awards appears in Inclosure #2.

c. (0) Intelligence.

(1) Enemy Situation: After a lull in enemy activity dUring the
first week of May 196%, there was a sharp increase in the number of stand'
off attacks directed against allied installations, particularly in the Dak
To/Ben Het area. Following another quiet period between the third weak in
May and the second week in June, the NVA/VC launched a corps-wide series of
stand-off mortar and rocket fires with few coordinated ground attacks. The
remainder of the period was marked by a general increase in the tempo of
enemy activity in the southern portion of II Corps.

(2) Ground Attacks: During the period , VMay 1969 thru 31 July 1969,
there were 43 stand-off fire attacks directed against airfields where elements
of the 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) are located. The majority of these
attacks fell upon Phan Rang, Ban Me Thout, Kqntum and Dak To airfields. The
223d .,viation Battalion suffered no casualties and very light damage from
these attacks.

(3) Ar Ictivitys Units of the 223d ,viation Battalion (Combat)
reported 32 sigaificant shot-at incidents for th4s reporting period. The
battalion lost four 0-1 and one OV-l aircraft. The following is a break-
down by unit:

UNIT *SHOT-A 10 DESBhOYED TOTLQ JSIDR'8

l1th ;,vn Co (UA) 0 1 0 1
183d Avn Co (UA) 5 1 0 6
185th Avn Co (UA) 8 5 0 13
2o3d Avn Co (UA) 3 5 0 8
219th Avn Co (UA) 10 3 4 17
225th Avn Co (SA) 6 3 1 10

*Shot-At reports are not inclusive of hit and destroyed repQrts.

CONFIDENTIAL
Inclosure 3
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SUBJECTs Operational Report of 223d Aviation Ba3ttraii.. (6omh_;_) fo'
Ending 31 July 196%, RCS CSiOf,-65 Wk) MU

(4) Collection Plan:

(a) The four 0-1 companies of the 223,d vition BattLicn
(Combat) flew 8,005 visual recoviaissance sorties, reporting 1,456 signifi-
cant sightings. The 225th Surveillance Airplane Compa-y flow 910 SLAR
sorties, 590 Infrared sorties and 1,351 Photo sorties. The Imagery Inter-
pretation Section of the 225th Aviation Company recorded 531 SLA'R, 2,682
Infrared, and 669 Photo reports.

(b) One OIR (Other Intelligence Requirement) was levied on
the 223d Aviation Battalion (Corabat), consisting of e4Fditious repnr,,ng
of increased NVA/VC use of chemical agents.

(5) Administrative Intelligence Activitics:

(a) Security Clearances: During th• ,..
Aviatiop Battalion processed 75 Secret, 32 Confideitial ciLezanes and
requests for 2 background investigations and 14 National 1gercey Checks.

(b) War Trophiess There were no war trophies ýeported or
processed during this reporting period.

(c) Dissidence Report: The 223d Aviation Battalion (Coinba,)

reported no dissident personnel for this period.

(d) Survival, Escape and Evasion:

I All aviat6rs assigned to .;: '• .;'i '. ,""t Li
receive a thorough briefing on Survival, Escq)-? 3p - .
unit in-processing orientation. 1mphasis is plac,- ý ..e -- vi-ial, 1$c.ape
and Evasion equipment available and the prcpEr
the equipment, in order to pijovide for an efficient and effectAve recovery
of downed aircrew personnel.

& At the request of the Commanding Officer, 223d Aviation
Battalion (Combat), a mobile training team from the Pacific Jungle Survival
School, Clark AFB Phillipines visited units within this battalion. The team,
consisting of two Air Force Sergeants, presented a five horr block of in-
struction to all units. The team traveled throughout the Ii CTZ gathering
pertinent information on survival, escape and evasion. The data will be
compiled iato lesson plans for the benefit of future aviators assigned to
the Republic of Vietnam.

I Approximately 40% of the newly assigned avi tors with-
in the battr.lion have attended one of the three availible survival, escape
and evasion courses while enroute to the Republic of Vietnam. Available
schools include the following:

CONFIDENTIAL
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Ending 31 July 1969, :iCs CSFOR-65 (EL (U)

P P ACAF Jungle Survival School (PJSS), Clark AFB,
Phi ilipines.

b PACAF Life .Support School (PLSS), Kadena AFB,
Okinawa.

_ FAETUP Juagle lhviromental Survival School (JEST),
Cubic Point NAS, Phillipineso

. At the present time, the battalion has 38 survival,
escape and evasion school trained perionnel assigned throughout its units
During the last reporting period, six crewmembers were selected from the
companies to attend one of the three survival courses. Current quotas for
aviators to attend the survival, escape and evasion schools are averaging
two per month.

d. (C) Operations.

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) continued to provide fixed
wing aviation support to the US and Free World Forces located primarily in
the II Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam. This support was renderd
utilizing the assets of one U-lA company, four 0-1 companies, and one OV-l
company. The battalion flew a total of Z7,139 hours of combat support with
an aircraft availability rate of 86.7% during this reporting period. Both
normal and specis] operations were supported by units of the battalion.
Large scale operations were minimal due to the characterization of small
units operating in search of enemy supply caches, infiltration routes, and
antiaircraft, mortar and rocket firing positions.

(2) Effective 26 May 1969, all units of thii battalion changed
their designations lAW US!RP..C General Order Numbet 220, dated'19 March 1969.

OLD DESIt •t aBn2d DESIBnA(ObN

223d Cbt Spt A vn Bn 223d Avn B n (Cbt)
HHD, 223d Cbt Spt Avn Bn HHC., 223d Avn En (Cbt)
18th Avn Go, FN (Lt Trans) 18th Avn Co (Util Airplane)
183d Avn Co, Surv (0-i) 18ld,Avn Co (Util Airplane)
185th Avn Go, Surv (0-1) 185th Avn Co (Util Airplane)
203d Avn o, G.Srv (0-1) 203d Avn Co (Util Airplane)
219th Avn Co, Surv (0-1) 219th Avn Co (Util Airplane)
225th .,vn Co, Surv (OV-1) 225th Avn Co (Surv Airplane)

(3) During the reporting period, this headquarters provided input
for a study of 0-1 aircraft utilization conducted by IFFV. An extensive
review of the possible means for improvement indicated that designation of
more general support aircraft would provide greater flexibility in utilizing
0-1 assets. As a result, aircraft allooations were readjusted, providing a
flexible base from which the company comamnder could more easily meet his
mission requirements. Aircraft supporting the 0/75th Rangers were drawn

CONFIDENTIAL
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from 0-1 units within the Ranger's area of operations. The system of
assigning aircraft by tail number to specific units was abolished. 0-1
companies are now responsible for providing a fixed number of flyabie
aircraft to each ground unit on a daily basis. In addition, a letter was
sent to all province advisors and major subordiiiaae US commands explaining
the new program and re-emphasizing the provisions of MACV Directive 381-1.

(4) 18th Aviation Ccmpany (Utility Airplane): The 18th Aviation
Company carried on support of its mission requirements in Ull four of the
Corps areas within the Republic of Vietnam. The first flight platoon at
Nha Trang supported th3 Special Forces Group and the Joint United States
Public Affairs Office. The second flight platoon writh sections at Pleiku
and Da Nang supported the. 5th Special Forces Group, I! Corps Headquarters
and I Corps Headquarters respectively. Other special missions were flown
in support of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat). The 18th Aviation Company
flew a total of 2,232 hours with a. aircraft availability rate of 72.2% for
this rep6rting period.

(5) 183d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane): During the reporting
period. the 183d Aviation Company has continued to support ground forces in
the southeastern section of the II Corps Tactical Zone. There has been no
change in the units supported during the past quarter. C/75th Rangers is
supported only when operating in the 183d Aviation Company's flying area.
The "Seahor.sos" have reported a total of 376 significant sightings to MACV.
Two aircraft were hit by hostile fire, but none were destroyed. Improvements
in the company area include construction of a new aroi-unition bunker, re-
painting of all buildings, remodeling of NCO billets, conistruction of a new
reenlistmcnt office and the building of a new storage shed. The motor pool,
which was the main self-help project of this unit, was corpletad during the
reporting period. The 183d sviation Company flew a total of 5,400 hours
with an aircraft availability rate of 90%.

(6) 185th Aviation Company (Utility Airplhne): The 185th Aviation
Company continued to provide support to Cormrand and Control South, and
Darlac, Phu Bone Qaang Duc and Lan Dong Provinces. During the reporting
period, Camp Coryell received Nive stand-off' att.acks for a total of 105
enemy rounds resl.ting in no friendly casualties. Enemty activity through-
out the quarter was scattered an, consioted of small unit contacts. The
"Pterodactylst' have undertaken at, exbe~nive improvement program, repairing
and repainting buildings, laying concrete sidewalks aid constructing a nono-,
commissioned officers lounge and an officers lounge. The unit has also
participated in the refortification of the Berm along the northeastern side
of Camp Coryell. The 185th Aviation Company flew 4,840 hours, including
172 hours of night security, with an aircraft availability rate of 90%,

(7) 203d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane): The 203d Aviation
Company continued its support of US end Free World Forces located primarily
in Phu Yen and Binh Dinh Pro\Inces, Republic of Vietnam. Units supported
included the. lt Brigade of the 4th Infantry Division, 173d Airborne Brigade,
41st & 52d AX47 (roupa, 6/32d A-Y, C0/75th Rangers and 144V elements in both

CONFIDENTIAL
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Endin.Lg 3l July !9092 ICS GSFO5 kil) (u)

of the provinces. During trne reporti.ng ptriod, t'he p!-toon at LZ English.
moved to a new location on the airfield. .n asphalt rcap and new revet-
ments were built alcng w:ith a new operations center &id billets. The 203d
Aviation Company flew a total of 4,923 hours, consisting of 54115 missious
and 3,599 sorties. The average aircraft availability rate for the company
was 86.5%°

(8) 219th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane): The 219th Aviation
Company continued its primary miss~on of providing visual reconnaissance
support for. the 4th Infaitry Divis.on, 52d Artillery Group, M;.CV-Pleikup
M.CV-Konttm and the 5th Special Forces (CCC). The most significant operation
supported during this quarter was the 58-day siege of the Ber. "Lt Special
Forces Camp during the months of May and June. One section of tn" third
flight platoon, 219th Aviation Company, was dispatched to Dak To Army
Airfield to provide immediate support to the 1/92d Artillery Battalion which
is sttioned at Dak To and responsible for providing all artillery fire
support for Dak To and Ben Het. In addition to the two aircraft stationed
at Dak To, other aircraft from the tiird flight platoon, and aircraft from
the second and fourth flight platoons provided periodic support to the Dak
To/Ben Het area. The 219th Aviation Company flew approximately 2,186 hours
in support of the siege of Ben Het, with three aviators being recommended
for the Distinguished Flying Cross and two for Atr Medals for Valor. The
third flight platoon also received a letter of commendation from the 52d
.Artillery Group for their actions during this period. At Camp Holloway,
home base of the 219th Aviation Company, construction was begun on four new
perimeter bunkers, not only to increase troop safety and comfort, but to
improve the defensive posture of the company. In addition, sandbag revet-
meats were installed around all platoon headquarters buildings, and a bunker
was constructed ,djacent to the flight line at Kontim. The companlj flew
a total of 6.,907 hours while maintaining an aircraft availability rate of 88%.

(9) 225th Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane): The 225th
Aviation Company continued to provide visual, photographic, infrared and
SLdaP surveillance to the II Cors Tactical Zone. h-ee World military forces
supported were the 4th Infantry Division, 173d ;irborne Brigade, II ARVN
Corps, Task Force South, Republic of Korea 9th and 10th Divisions, and Qaang
Duo Province. On 6 June 1969, an OV-1C, #67-18914, with CPT Michael F.
Grisafe Jr., 568-58-8592, Armor, and SP/4 Noel F. Josephs, 124-36-9436, on
board, failed to return from an infrared mission. The aircraft was last
heard from by the ground sensor terminal at Dragon Mountain, Pleiku. A
comprehensive se ,rch located the wreckage seven days later at coordinates
YB973367. In an effort to improve the avionics maintenance facility in the
company, the communications platoon rebtilt their shop. The old avionics
repair building was dismantled and a new structure constructed. All materials
were salvaged from the old building and the new facility was completed with
a minimum of expense. On 9 July 1969p the Institute of Heraldry approved
the change of the 225th Aviation Companyls nickname from "Blackhawk" to
"Phantom Hawk". On 22 July 1969, the "Phantom Hawks" celebrated their 2nd
year of accident free flying in the.Aepublic of Vietnam (20,762 accident
free hours). During the reporting period. the 225th Aviation Company flew
2,836 hours with an aircraft availability rate of 89.3%.

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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ee (U) T'raining.

(1) Quarterly training requirements were fulfilled. Additional
emphasis has been placed on safety requirements in all aspects of train-
ing, particularly in the areas oi' standardization, and vehicle and weppon
safety.

(2) Aviator safety classes were conducted monthly in all units.
The bi.monthly meeting of all commanders, safety officers and maintenance
officers was held dur4ing the month of July.

(3) Five officers and one EM from the 223d Aviation Battalion
(Combat) attended and successfully completed Jungle Survival Train•ig at
either the Air Force Pacif4.G Jungle Survival School or the Navy Jungle
Enviromental Survival Training School.

(4) During the-reporting period, the 223d Aviation Battalion re-
organized its standardization board and appointed a full time standardization
officer. A comprehensive program was initiated, stressing quality of
instructor pilots and more frequent check rides. Each newly asaigned
aviLtor now flies with an IF for a ten hour initial checkout end is given
standardization rides 30 and 60 days later, with additional rides at 90
day intervals until the aviatorts rotation. Additionally, each IP flies
with an SIP at least once every 30 days. Since this program was initiated,
the battalion lost eight IP1s due to rotation and trained sixteen new IPts
to replace them. The battalion logged 625 hours of training time and e.-
perienced only one accident during .the reporting period.

f. (U) Loalstics.

(1) Assistance Visitst Members of the Battalion S-4 Section con-
ducted twenty-seven assistaice visits during the past quarter, Those were
primarily designed to prepare the units for a CNMI in the areas of Supply,
Mess, Ammunition, Arms, Motor Maintonance, Aircraft Maintenance, Special
Purpose Equipment and Maintenaice ,anagoment.

(2) Command Maintenance Management Inspection, The 1st Aviation
Brigade CMMI Team inspected the 183d Aviation Company, 185th Aviation-,
Company and the 203d Aviation Company during the period 21-24 July 1969.
All units received a satisfactory rating.

(3) Vehicle Maintenances The average motor vehicle deadline rate
has increased from less than 10% for the past quarter to more than 15% for
the current reporting period. This adverse trend in the deadline rate is
attributed to the higher criteria of maintenance imposed on the units
through the use of intensified staff and command supervision. Increased
training of maintenance personnel and improved overall vehicle mainten-
ance is expected to stabilize the battalion deadline rate at less than 10%.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period

Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(4) Aircraft Maintenance:

(a) Corrosion: Numerous cases of corrosion have developed
throughout the battalion in U-lA and 0-1 aircraft. The principal areas of
corrosion damage on the U-1 aircraft are the underside of the fuselage aft
of the augmentor tubes q battery area, and aircraft skin seams. It was
discovered in many cases that the aircraft had not received primer treat-
ment during manufacture or overhaul, which increased their susceptibility
to corrosion. The 0-1 primarily corrodes in the wing and flap area aft of
the rocket tubes. Complete stripping of the infected area, treatment with
corrosion preventive compound, and painting with heat resistant enamel
(FSN 8010-664-8263) has helped reduce this problem; however, the shortage
of the heat resistant enamel has ,limited the number of aircraft that can
be treated.

(b) R1340-61 Engine Inspectionst Urgent TB55-1510-205-40/1,
inspectidn of R1340-61 engine .exhaust push rod assemblies (U-1A aircraft),
established an inspection of all R1340-61 engines overhauled prior to
25 March 1969 and also established TB0 time for all R1340-61 engines at 600
hours. This inspection and TBO affected all U-1A aircraft assigned to the
battalion since all engines in use were overhauled prior to 25 March 1969.
As a result of this TB and the initial shortage of inspection kits, the
missio.n availability of the U-1A aircraft was significantly reduced. The
unit was able to accomplish the inspections within the required 25 flying
hours or 15 days by limiting the aircraft missions to those deemed absolute-
ly essential by the supported units.

g. (U) Or ani tion. Organizational chart and station listing

appears as Inclosure #3.

h. (U) Chaplain.

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) Chaplain, during the
quarter, has conducted a total of 52 Sunday and weekday Protestant religious
services, with a total attendance of 1,340 soldiers.

(2) Rpligious services were held at Lane Army Heliport at An Son
and at the 223d Aviation Battalion in QuAi lhon.

(3) During the quarter, the following programs have been initiated:

(a) A program which involves the exchange of religious
services between the Koreans of the ROK Tiger Division and the Americans at
Lane Army Heliport has begun*

(b) A paperback library has been 6stablished in the dayroom
of the 61st Aviation Company at Lane Army Heliport.

9
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n(aC) A religious forum has been established at the Chapel at

Lane Army Heliport during the period.

(4) Eleven visits have been made to units located at Ban Me Thout,
Dong Ba Thin, Phu Hiep, Pleiku, An Khe and Kontum.

(5) The 223d Chaplain during this quarter has delivered 28 cases
of food to the Q.i Nhon Poor People's Home and four boxes of clothes to the
Phu Thai Refugee Center. The clothes were sent to the Chaplain by families
of soldiers, churches and interested people in the United States.

(6) Four visits have been made to the Poor People's Home in Qui
Nhon and three to the Phu Thai Refugee Center.

(7) The building of a Chapel in the 223d Aviation Battalion
Headquarters Company area has been approved by the "i i•hon Base Develop-
ment Board,' subject to the availability of funds. The board granted
permission to build the Chapel with salvaged materials to defray building
costse

io (U) Aiatio Safety The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) main-
tained an accident free record during the months of May and July. The
219th Aviation Company experienced one major accident (0-1D) diuring June.
There were eight precautionary landings, two forced landings and one inci-
dent during the reporting period. The battalion lost four 0-1s and one
OV-l due to hostile action. A U-lA received minor damage from a small arms
round through a wing spar. The following is a breakdown of accidents by
companiess

UNIT N&WD~TS CUMULATIVE RATE

HHCt 223d AvnuBn (Cbt) 0 0.0
18th Avn Co (UA) 0 0.0
183d Avn Co (UA) 0 0.0
185th Avn Co (UA) 0 0.0
203d Avn Co (UA) 0 0.0
219th Avn Go (UA) 1 17.3
225th Avn Co (SA) 0 00
TOT-L 1 4.0

J. (U) .

(W) HHC, 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) continues to support
the Qai Nhon Poor Peoplets Home with extensive contributions of food,
building materials end supplies. Large contributions of food and clothing
have also been sent to the Phu Cat Orphanage and Qii Rhon Leprosarium.
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(2) The 18th Aviation Company has continued its support of the
Da Nang Orphanage with gifts of food, soap and building materials, The
company headquarters in Qui Nhon has continuously assisted in a project
caring for displaced persons in the (ai Whon area.

(3) The 183d Aviation Company recently completed construction of
a school playground in the Dong Ba Thin area. Voluntary contributions of
time, building materials and labor were made by aviators and crew chiefs
of the "Soahorses"s

(4) The 185th Aviation Company is continuing its support of two
civil affairs projects. A new 6-room school for the Vietnam Protestant
Evangelical Church is being built in downtown Ban Me Thout by aviators and
crew chiefs of the "Pterodactyl m". Additional help is being administered
to students of the Vinh Son Catholic School, These students are being
given English lessons by a second tour officer who speaks Vietnamese fluent-
ly. In Phu Ben Province, aviators of the second platoon are teaching new
marketing techniques to a cross-bow manufacturer in Phu Tuc.

(5) The 203d Aviation Company is continuing its support to the
Mang Yang Orphanage in Tuy Hoa City* In conjunction with the MACV Civic
Actions Office, the "Hawkeyes" have solicited projects in the local area
in which they provide assistance. At the present time, old and used build-
ing materials and screeniag are being collected for the Phu Yen Province
Hospital. People within the Phu Yen area have received continuing support
from the 203d Aviation Company with resupply 94 soap and medical items.

(6) The 219th Aviation Company has continued to support the
Christian Missionary Alliance Compound in Pleiku. A Church at Plei Moun
City is being constructed with material and labor provided by the "Head-
huntersu. The Pleiku Province Hospital and its patients have received
clothing and health articles. Money and materials are also being donated
by the 219th :Aviation Company with support from interested organizations in
CONUS.

k. (C)

(1) ZYR Programs The ZYR Program provides for the modification of
all US Army Aircraft in RYN to accept the new family series of radios,
(AN/ARC-54 and AN/ARCI51)s At the close of this reporting period, the 223d
Aviation Battalion had completed modification on 98% of assigned aircraft.
The program will be completed upon receipt of a kit for U-lA aircraft
#55-3299.

(2) ZYS Programs

(a) The ZYS Program provides for the modification of all OV-l
and 0-1 aircraft for installation of TSEC/KY-28 secure voice equipment. All
OV-l aircraft now arriving inp.country are retrofitted prior to receipt by
unit. There is no inmcountry capability to modify the OV-1. All 0-1 air-
craft have been retrofitted. CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Cryptographic facilities for storage of equipment and key-
lists employed in the secure voice system have been completed and approved
at all company locations except Ban Me Thout, home of the 185th Aviation
Company. Lick of building material has caused a delay in completion of
facilities,

(c) As of 31 July 1969, crypto accounts have been established
at Dong Ba Thin and Pleiku, and have been approved by CG, COMSEL Logistic
Support Center, Saigon. Target date for completion of all secure voice
systems for the 223d Aviation Battalion is 3 August 1969.

(3) High Frequency Radio Teletypewriter System: To prevent loss of
communications in the event of an emergency, ti-e 223d Aviation Battalion is
establishing a high frequency radio secure teletypewriter system as a back-
up to existing telephone and secure tyetype communications systems. Radio
wire integration (RWI) has been planned to provide a direct communications
link between commanders. All units currently have a AN/VSC-2 (RATT) at
their location providing a battalion voice and teletype net. HHC, 223d
Aviation Battalion* now has a voice capability to 17th Aviation Group with
an AN/GRO-06.

1. (U) Public Information,

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office continued to
perform its assigned mission of supplying material to all subordinate units
for use in the information program and the publication of the battalion
monthly nsewpapar., W GNM ,•B.

(2) &uppor+. from units in the Hometown News Release Center for
this period was as followsa

U NI T JUNE JULY U 4

HHC, 223d Avn Bn 0 7 7 14
18th Avn Co 15 24 11 50'
183d Avn Co 13 23 16 52
185th Avn Oo 4 3 10 17
203d Avn Co 4 15 8 27
219th Aw Oo U1 21 6 38
225th Avn Co 6 35 '31 72
TOTAL - 53 1Z3 89 270

(3) During this reportiz, period, 39 written news releases were
cleared by the 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office and forwarded to
the 17th Aviation Group for use in other command information media.

".CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: OperatioAaiReport-of 22d Aviation Batta.Lou wombat) for Period

2. Section 2 Lessons Lerned: Commanders Observations, Evaluations and

Recommendqaions

a. (U) Persomi2l. None

b. (Fouo) Qerlti onsa.

(1) Use of &erial Rescue E&umuent:

(a) Observation: Lack of familiarity with aerial rescue equip.
ment results in needless injuries and unnecessarily complicates rescue
operations.

(b) Evaluation: The primary bission of rescue aircraft is the
expeditious extraction of wounded or injured personnel and prompt evacuation
to appropriate medical facilities. The dense foliage and rough terrain en-
countered in Vietnam often prevent rescue helicopters from landing to pick
up injured soldiers. When this occurs, the personnel on the ground must be
able to properly utilize the jungle penetrator, Mc Guire rig, or other equip-
ment lowered from hovering aircraft to lift the wounded out. Air rescue
attempts have frequently been hampered and needless injuries incurred because
of improper use of this equipment. US Air Force rescue crews will not attempt
rescue operations until personnel are properly positioned on the rescue
equipment. This often makes it necessary for them to send para-rescue per-
sonnel down the cable to make the hook-up, thus delaying the rescue. Many
extractions are made by Army helicopter crews with a minimum of training in
rescue operations. In pne such rescue of a wounded aviator from this
battalion, the aviator improperly positioned himself in the pick-up devibe,
subsequently slipped out of the harness, and fell from approximately 60 feet
back into the jungle. In another case, an 0-1 aviator of this battalion
directed a Medevac helicopter to a site for an emergency extraction. Unable
to land, the helicopter lowered its jungle penetrator to the ground unit.
The personnel on the ground, unfamiliar with the device, wrapped one of the
KIAts vith the cable and then tied knots to secure the body. The crew of the
rescue helicopter spent approximately 'an hour untangling the body, while the
wounded on the ground waited for extraction.

(c) Recommendations That appropriate vnits be made aware of

the importance of training in the proper use of aerial rescue equipment.

(d) Commend Action:

. All aircrew personnel of this battalion recently
received a two hour block of instruction on the use of aerial rescue equipmenit
from a visiting team of the Pacific Junale Survival School, Clark Anh,
Phillipines.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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-. 2, A.11 unts of this battalion continually utilize US Air

Force rescue personnel to present instruction on rescue operations and on
the proper use of aerial rescue devices.

(2) ]Jeight FRedction Un 0-1 Acraft:

(a) Observations A majority of the 0-1 aircraft of this
battalion presently operate in excess of maximum authorized gross weight.

(b) Evaluation: This battalion operates approximately 40% of
the 0-1 aircraft in Vietnam. A matter of concern is the continuing trend of
adding new equipment to these already overweight aircraft. 1he addition of
armored seats, extra radio equipment, rockets, survival gear, flak vests, and
personal weaponsp coupled with the high density altitude, has produced an
over maximum gross weight configuration that results in poor aircraft perfornm-
ance and an =msafe operating condition. One of, the 0-1 companies in this
battalion recently conducted an informal study of this problem and concluded
that one of the most feasible means of alleviating this problem would be to
waive the rbqucirement for carrying parachutes in the 0-1 aircraft. It was
noted that the US Ai' Force O-1 aircraft in Vietnam do not carry parachutes
and there have been no known problems because of their rc~aovai. The Air
Force has substituted a lightweight foam cushion. seat which provides more
space in the aircraft and reduces pilot fatigue. The elimination of para-
chutes would reduce the overweight 0-1 aircraft by 60 pounds. it would, also
relieve 0-1 units of the logistical burden of having each parachute repacked
every 90 days with few repack facilities aynllable• All aviators in this
battalion are trained to execute a series of emergency proc4dunes culminatiag
in a power off landing in the event of an engine failure. There is no known
instance of a successful emergency parachute jump from an 0-1 aircraft in
Vietnam. Most of the missions flown by aviators of t-is b&-tallcn are con-
ducted at 1200-1500 feet above the terrain. Tperience gained under combat
conditions indicates that aviators invariably chose to Make a forced landing
rather than execute a parachute Jump with its attendant search and rescue

problems. Of all the extra equipment presently carried in the 0-1 aircraft,
the parachute is one of the bulkiest, heaviest and least used items. Its
removal would iot seriously endanger -the lives of the crew and would reduce
the hazards of operating an aircraft in an overveight condition.

(c) Recommendation: That a formal study be conducted at 1st
Aviation Brigade level to determine the feasibiliLy of xraiving the require-
ment for carrying parachutes in C-l aircreXft in Vietnam,

(d) Command Action: This headquarters is presently preparing

a letter requesting further study of this problem at Brigade level 0

o. (u) Tr nim.

(1) Fixed Aing Aviator .Trai2.nio

FOR OFFICIAL BSE ONLY
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(a) Observat.ions A majority of newly rated fixed wing aviators
are not adequately trained in cross wind techniques.

(b) Evaluations This battalion# as the only pure fixed w•4n
battalion in Vietnam, ui1lizes more fixed wing aviators than any other 'coma
parable sized orgaiization engaged in combat activities. Analysis of the
flying proficiency of fixed wing aviators recently graduated from the
Aviation School indicates that the most significant deficiency in their train-.
ing lies in the area of cross wind take-offs and landings. Discussions with
these aviators reveal a mini-=m of experience with cross wind techniques in
flight school, The difficulty of duplicating worldwide flying conditions in
the tralning enviroment is recognized. It is also realized that the gaining
organization %as a responsibility for additional training and professional
guidance to these newly rated aviators, This battalion currently averages
well over 10 hours training time for the initial' in-country checkout of newly
rated 0-1 aviators, A majority of this time is spent in teaching the cross
wind technique, since most of the airfields in the II CTZ have only one run-
w;ay and are situated in areas of relatively high gusty winds ranging from 15
to 90 degrees to the runway. Additional emphasis on crops wind techniques in
the 0-1 training at the Aviation School would alleviate this training proble,
enabling the battalion to concentrate its in-country training more in the
development of operational skills of the aviator.

k,) Recommendation: That the Aviation School place more
o:ph±asis oS ;crahing cross wind techniques to 0-1 aviators.

(d) Command Action:

SThis headquarters has dispatched a letter to the
Department of Fixed Wing, US Armf Aviation School outlining the problem area
and recommendin% that more emphasis be placed on teaching cross wind
techniques to 0-1 aviators.

SAll SIP's and IPs of this battalion have been directed
to closely mronitor the cross wind proficiency of newly rated aviators during

ountry orientations and rerularly scheduled standardization rides.

d. (U) Intellience. None

e. (U) Lgsis

(1) ChaffinR of U-lA Engine Mounts:

(a) Observations Excessive chaffing by the inner cowling has
necessitated replacement of numerous U-IA engine mounts.
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(b). Uvaluation: The U-IA engine inner cowling consists of 14
individuil parts fastened together by DZUS fasteners and attached to the
engine mount arms by a series of clamps. Normal engine vibrations, coupled
with this method of mounting, causes the cowling to become Xoose and chafe the
mount arms, The utifity airplane company (U-1A) of this battalion has re-
plaoed 4 mounto over thi past 18 months at a cost of approximately $25,000,

(c) Recommendationt That the appropriate agency of the Army
Materiol Command coneideý devising a more satisfactory method of attaching
the inner cowling to the U-IA engine mount,

(d) Coaf nd Actiont

c.fAoUnit has submitted EIR on the damage caused by the
chaffing of the U-Aeng-fe mount.

" As an interim measure$ maintenance personnel of the
utility' alrplane company-are wrapping the engine mount arms with asbestos,
trimming the inner cowling, and conducting close daily inspections of this
area;- This act'6 ihas stinificantly reduced but not solverl the problem.

(2) ý-J.JA ftaleel AssEmbl.A FaiLrI

(a) Observation: 0-1 aircraft opEratiag from hard, rough
surface runways have experienced an ab.-ormal numoer of tail wheel tirey tube
and leaf spring failures.

(b) "Ovaluationi During this t.rpnrting period, tail wheel tirey
tube aid leaf spring assembly failure has become a major problem for 0-1
units operating from rough, hard surface runways. In one 0-1 company, a
total of 45 tail wheel tire and tube failures were recorded in the first 80
days. As a preventive measure, this company experimented with tail wheel
ti.re pressure and found that increasing the pressure from 35 psi to 40/45 psi
resulted in a 75% reduction in tire and tube failures. The iunit also increased
the frequency of the dye penetrate test from the required 300 hours to every
100 h6urs-., This resulted in a significant saving of aircrEft downtime and
enhanced aircraft safety since the test revealed a large nuMber of defective
springs.

(a) Recommendations That this information be passed on to
other 0-1 units whibh operate under similar conditions.

(d) Command Action:

All O-i1 units of this battalion have been apprised of
this lesson learned,

SUnit submitted EIR on tire pressure and tail wheel leaf
spring assemblies.

16



AVBAB-DE 5 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) for Period

E[ding 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR,65 (Rl) M

(3) Corrosion of AircraftI

(a) Observations U-lA aircraft are experiencing a hikh i.n-
cidence of corrosion damage.

(b) Evaluation: Corrosion damage to U-i1 aircraft of this
battalion has created serious maintenance diffculties and has resulted in
the loss of aircraft which are becoming critical to the accomplishment of
the utility airplane companyts overall mission. Three U-1A aircraft have been
evacuated to CONUS for repair and numerous others have been repaired by unit
main+nnanco personnel at considerable cost in maintenance downtime. The three
main -as of corrosion are at the aircraft seams, battery box and sump jar
area, and the belly of the aircraft aft of the augmentor tubes.' The main
cause of the corrosion in the seams and battery box area is the lack of cor-
rosion inhibiting primer between the two layers of skin. The aiicraft were
coated with zinc chromate primer after assembly; therefore, the action of
the salt air in this area of operations has caused corrosion damage between
these two layers. The primary cause of the corrosion damage to the under-
belly of the aircraft is the exhaust gas deposits from the augmentor tubes.

(c) Recommendations That more attention at depot level be

given Wo measures which would prevent or restrict aircraft corrosion.

(d) Command Action:

I Unit has submitted EIR on corrosion damage of U-UA
aircraft.

SWhere aircraft skin has been replaced, arit maintenance
personnel have primed each section prior to assembly, The unit has also beSe
able to reduce the tareat of corrosion to the underbelly of the aircraft by
painting the area from station 109 to station 264 with high gloss, heat re-
sistant paint.

(4) Deterioration of 8tnthetic Sandba9s:

(a) Observation: The synthetic sandbags now available in the
supply system deteriorate too quickly for effective use at fixed installations.

(b) Evaluations In the hot, humid weather experienced in Viet-
nam, synthetic sandbags have to be replaced every two or three months. During
this quarterly reporting period, units of this battalico replaced over 100,000
sandbags at a cost of 37 cents each and at the expenditure of numerous man-
hours of effort. The headquarters company of this battalion has devised a
method for extending the life of these sandbags indefinitely. Before con-
struction, each bag is filled with sand and cement. When the structure is
completed the bags are "tcrWdown and allowed to dry. Chicken wire is then
placed over the entire structure and covered with a thin layer of cemento
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Existing stx'utures can simply be covered with the wire and cement. This
protects the sandbags from exposure to weather and provides bulk and
strength ,to the fortlf4oation. During the thirty day period in which this
method was first implemented, tie headquarters company alone reduced its
sandbag replacement rate by 90%,

(a) Reoomedations That this method of reducing the replece-
ment rate of synthetic &indbags be disseminated to appropriate commands,

(d) Command Aotion: All units of this battalion have been

made aware of this *et~cA of reducing the replacement rate of saiddbags,

f. (U)

Airogrft Maia•gtgna Organizations

(a) Observation: The grade structure presently authorized in
the aircreft, 4tea~pe section (paragraph 08,, MTOE 1-257F) of thp U_-LA
company, rutriotq t organizational flexibility of aircraft maintenance
operations.

(b) valuat.ons The maintenance section of the -1V-A compny
consists of one 4-7 maistenance qupervisor (MOS 67C40), one E-6- assistant
maintenance supervisor (140S 67040)' and 24 erlisted men in grades F,3 thru
E-5 (MOS 67A10 and M03 67C20). This organization provides only t-u non-
commissioaed officers 1n the entire section aad presents diffijulties in
span of controls Experience h,ýs shown that in order to naintain continu._us
maintenance operations as required in a tactical eavircmcnt, it is necess-
ary to establish three Pvi.ldic Inspection Teams frozi this section. The
present MTOE does not cont.an sufficient NCO personnel to adequately
supervise tbee teamn. Thus, it has become neocesary to place NvCO ts from
other areis of the service platoon in ch-.rgo of theso teams. This problem
could be corrected by changing the MOS of throe of the Spec!ia.ists Fifth
Class in MOS 67C20 to MOS 67C40 -and upgrading thom to NCO status. This
would provide better span of coatrol for the Periodic Inspection Teams and
would onhance the suparvision -md efficiency of the -,ntiro maintcnance
offort,

(c) Rocommondation: That three Speci~iists Fifth Class
positions (W0 67C2O) in the aircraft maintentiacic section of the U-lA
comp•ny be upgraded to non-opmmissionod officur statue in 140S 67040.
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(d) Command Action: This item will be incorporated into the
next proposed change to MTOE 1-257F for the U-lA company.

RO M .. 0V
5 Incl ROBERT G, COOPER

S.i 
..... uzk betlh-*- LTC, FA

-2o U,•t emcmabtesI -vi A.u.-s Commanding
3. Operational Statistics

1. Aircraft Status
5. Organizational Chart
Incl 1 and 2 wd HQ, DA

DISTRIBUTION:
2 CINUSARPAO, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558
3 CG, USAiIV ATTN: AVHGC-DSTo APO 96375
2 CG, 1ST AVN BDE, ATTN: AVBiW--.Op APO 96384
3 CO, 17TH CM, ATTN: ;.VBACB-SC,, AM 96240
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SUBJFCT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (ll (U)

Di, WDQU;,AT&Ti5, 17TH AVLMTION GROUP (COM,T), i.O 96240 28 ,.ugust 1969

TO: Department of the Army (ACSFOR, DA) Washington, D.C. 20310
Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, iFO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed tL.9 attached report, con-
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with ,he contents as stated,
except as indicated belcw.

2. (C) The following comments and recommendations are sublitted:

a. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

(1) Paragraph lc (3), Page 8: Records maintained by this
headquarters indicate the 219th iaviation Company (Uh) sustained
seven (7) hits instead of three (3) during reporting period.
Total JSLDR's for the 225th itviation Company (S,,) should be
changed to nine (9).

(2) Paragraph le (4), Page 8: The expanded aviator training
program appears highly comzendable-and should enable the units to
further decrease their accident rate. This program will be mon-
itored to determine its effects on operational commitments.

(3) Paragraph lf (4) (a), Page 9: This headquarters was not
aware oi the cited shortage. Appropriate follow-up action will
be taken to procure the necessary heat resistant enamul.

b. Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders Obaervationsaý
Evaluations and Recomnendations.

(i) Paragraph 2b (1), Use of Aerial Rescue Equipment, Page
13: Concur. The 17th Aviation Group (Combat) has requested and
received approval for the Pacific Jungle Survival Teams to visit
all units during the month of September. Direct coordination has
been effacted and an itinerary has been established to permit
presentation of instruction to all aircrew personnel - the Group.

(2) Paragraph 2b (2), Weight Reduction in 0-1 iircraft, Page
14: Concur. Correspondence requesting the study has been received
by this headquarters. iction and reccomundations are withhold
pending a complete study by this headquarters.

'\3) P'aragraph 2c (1), Fix3d Wirng 4viator Training, Page 14:
Concur with recoam-Qndation. Command action is conbidered aro-
priate.

20NFOWNIEM L 3 VW ENlWAS;

CONFIDENTIAL INW m



CONFIDENTIAL

AV BACB-SC 28 August 1969
SUEJECT: Operational heport of 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(4) Paragraph 2e (1), Chafling of U-lA Engine Nounts, Page
17: Concur. Command action appropriate.

(5) Paragraph 2e (2), 0-1 Tail ,heel Assembly Fa-lure, Page
16: Concur with recommendation and command action.

(6) Paragraph 2e (3), Corrosion of Aircraft, Page 17: Concur
with recormrendation and command action.

(7) Paragraph ýe (4), Deterioration of bynthetic Sandbags,
Page 17: Concur with recommendation.

(6) }-aragraph 2f, Aircraft .aintenance Organization, Fage
18: Concur. As an interim measure, aprointment of acting ser-
geants should temporarily satisfy supervisory control requirements.
The unit involved has been informed of this alternative.

FOR TIE COMNDER:

NiAC L. TUMAS
CPT, ADA
Adjutant

C IF

CO, 223d AB (C)
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DA, Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 0 0 SEP 1969

TO: CG, let Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and first indorsement and conecurs.

FOR THE CO0ANDt:

FREDERICK E. HOLLAND
I LT AGO

OF: ASST A9

I - GO, 223d Cbt 5pt Avn a
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DA, J[JADQUAAETPs, 1ST AVIATION BRICI•DE, 0,P, 5 ] T-: 21

TIIIIU: Commrnding Generm.l, United St..te. Ai, ot: ::, A .' V:., -D•T,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States A-1,%, 'if•., M1. 1:

APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for YC ' :t f t he

Army, Washington, D.C. 2C)lu

1. This headquarters hbs rTviewei soilj,-c1 ý' .c• .... t tne
contents as indorsed except as noted below.

2. The following additional comments are consia,,-Ld pe/t±n'-.a

a. Paragraph 2b(2), page 24, reccmme.v a . , ,,'acted

to determine the feasibility 'of - ,.u . "-•---- -,; para-

chutes in 0-1 aircraft in Vietnam. HC, 1st ULL Up.. -.. Ecy;etation

of the USALIV Supplement to.{ AR • t , . , ,
axe not required to be aboard 0-1 a4-xrft dv' ,..; l.git ".-. li{ ..

except for maintenance test flights. L't aý tx; i s

ative to determine parachirttc req•-e•-nts fi j-: ... " - t i • .L1

his unit except th-t the pac-achut e wi b • t Ind I-, 4.Ccu-

pants during night missions and test fi_,gni.' ., r:...•o .. cn •a.s f oe-
warded to all aviation units ar2 u

b. Paragraph 2e(2), page 16, adi'-esýz,1. -t 1 t;
leaf spring failure on 0-1 aircr-ft. !: o -
to increase tire pressure to 40/45 P'. '

55 Psi as the inflation level ]or tu, C..-l -- -I' '4 " ,...

tire pressure reduces the az.-orbinr . .'. '-on-

a! buo-uxe wnen the tail wheel st-.ikes tefcc-
tiveness of the leaf spra-ng asaemor-; a . -i'a ck: ..:. . , ..'-
the number of cracked E ring leafs. T.ie Lnct- . -e-

trate tests is in keeping with T'X 5ý)-! 1O--0 -i-,L- 1,-.exds Lncreased

inspections of the tail wheel ac:cezioiy v *- t C .. ::-; ..n az•nur-te

climate. TM 55-1510-202-10 cautions ali , oro agast ,Ui±i..nj

P/N NS 55-389-102 tires on 0-3- ai -eraf

c. Paragraph 2f, page 18-19, discussez -raa•d sraue su3" zu:Civ for

U-lA organizational maintenance personnel. tnnc:nci2 wiyl tac r:ooosed

upgrading. The recommencdation -
positions (IrOS 67C20) to non -.

not in compliance with tne standarus cz L;.ade a'a; ....-. ...
:orth in di 611-201, change 5, U-I.
Utility Airplane Comp ny is .authorized on. .-, • . .. _geamt
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for each 20 men and one E-6 maintenance supervisor for every 6-19 main-
tenance personnel. However, it is the prerogtive of the co-pany com-
mander to authorize the changing of specialist fifth class personnel to
acting sergeant in accordance with AR 600-200 when an 1,O position is
vacant*

FOR THE COM•ANDER:

ARTHUR LTLE

Cy of 3d Ind .Frn: CPT AG OW
CO, 223d Avn Bn (Cbt) Ae-t AG.
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AVHGC-DST (5 Aug 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Aviation Baccalion (Combat) for Period

Ending• 341 .TulI 1969, RCSq C-SPOR-65 (RI) 01)•

UADQjUAl•MS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 9375 9 QCT 1969

TO: Caimmnder in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessona Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 223d
Aviation Battalion (Combat).

2. Coments follow:

a. Reference item concerning *Use of Aerlal Rescue Equipment", section
II, page 13, paragraph lb(l); concur. USARV Training Newsletter No. 3-69,
Use of the Jungle Penetrator and Stokes Litter, was distributed down to the
battalion level on 6 August 1969.

b. Reference item concerning "Fixed Wl.ng Aviator Training", section 1I,
page 14, paragraph 2c(l); concur. Recommend DA refer tLi3 item to the US
Army Aviation School for consideration.

c. Reference item concerning "Deterioration of Synthetic Sandbags",
section II, page 17, paragraph 2e(4); concur. A soil-cement mixture or a
saund-cement mixture at a ratio of 1 part cenent to 10 parts sand or soil
is described in paragraph 4-1a, page 4-14, Fl 5-15, Field Fortifications.
Nonconcur with the recommendation that the structure be covered with chick-
en wire and cement. The strike of a projectile on the cezenuted surface will
cause spalling which may present additional hZardas tGo he bunker occupants.
In additioun the cemented surface will conceal any void caused by deteriora-
tion of the sandbags or water intrusion.

FOR THE CO11nKNE: A

C. O.wilSON
LT, AGC

Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn:
223d Avn Dn
lIt Ave Bde
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G12OP-DT (5 Aug 69) 5th lad
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

11Q, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17 OCT G9

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR TilE C(OIANDER IN CHIEF:

7

C':T, AGC
Asst AG
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